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Environmental Causes of Cancer

ωOutdoor Air-pollution

ωIndoor air-pollution

ωSecond-hand smoke

ωDrinking water contaminants, e.g. arsenic, DBPs

ωRadiation, ionizing and UV

ωPersistent Organic Pollutants, e.g. dioxins

ωFibres, e.g. asbestos, erionite

ωEndocrine disruption

ωNew exposures (non-ionizing radiation, light pollution 
etc)
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Raaschou-Nielsen O,Lancet Oncol. 2013

Risk for lung cancer and air pollution (per 10 g˃/m3

PM10 concentration). European ESCAPE study 
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PM2.5 Levels From a 24-hr Continuous Average: Air Pollution 
Global Tour, April 19, 2016 PST
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Conclusions

ÅWidespread exposures with no evident threshold

ÅExposure prevention in high income countries   



Household air-pollution from biomass

Peruvian Amazon 


